Second World War Family History
by Christine Aspinall

H

ere is the story of my parents’ stressful departure from France at the time the second world war was declared
in September of 1939.

“My parents were in Nice, France when war was declared in September, 1939. They returned to England because
of the threat of German invasion, plus the fact that when war was declared France immediately rationed food. My
parents and my paternal grandmother traveled to Liverpool on the Cunard White Star liner ‘Athenia.’ The ‘Athenia’
returned to France and was immediately dispatched back to England with a ship full of children whose parents were
sending them to England for ‘safekeeping.’

In the channel, the ‘Athenia’ was torpedoed by a German submarine. Luckily, there were allied ships in the vicinity
that were able to rescue the children. The captain of the submarine was, apparently, severely chastised by the
German high command, for it was a rule of war that no ship carrying civilians could be targeted. My parents stuck it
out in England until the fall of 1940 when they left Southampton for Montreal. They might have stayed throughout
the war, but because of the imminent threat of the invasion of England, all financial transactions from Canada to
England were stopped and therefore my parents had no option but to leave. My dad at that time had a small electrical
appliance business in Montreal.

From what I was told, it was a scary departure, as there were German subs in the area. The first night out from
Southampton, England, all passengers had to remain on deck for easy abandonment of the ship if attacked. No one
was allowed any kind of light at all and definitely, no cigarettes. We were escorted by a convoy. This was my first trip
to Canada. I was born in London early in 1939. I was an infant at the time and had to be held by my parents and my
grandmother, taking turns on deck during those first dangerous couple of nights. According to my mother, it was a
nerve wracking voyage, but luckily we arrived in Montreal unscathed. We were very lucky!

Note:

A message from the Townships Sun
We appreciate your ongoing support as a writer and
subscriber. The Townships Sun is a non-profit organization
and like other organizations we have to work hard to
keep funds available for the function of the magazine.
Upgrading is expensive, but necessary. It is with this in
mind we ask for your co-operation and understanding
concerning payment for articles. If you submit an article
as a first time writer we will pay according to our scale
for the article. We depend on the money generated from
the sale of the magazine to pay the writers. If you are not
a subscriber, the second article payment will be reduced
by the amount of a subscription. If you are already a
subscriber payment criteria continues as normal. We are
partners, supporting each other in keeping this magazine
thriving. This is your voice, let it be heard. Thank you.

Anyone submitting photos for publication in the Townships
Sun has the responsibility of ensuring that all photos conform
to the following:
• The photos submitted belong to you OR
• The photos are classified as being in the public domain
AND
• Are NOT taken from the internet or any other source
without permission.
Historical photos over 70 years old are customarily in
the public domain; however, you must not take them
from sources, such as the ETRC, without permission. It is
imperative to note that the photo is courtesy of its source,
e.g. name of photographer, title of organization.
Email: contact@townshipssun.ca (Sun office)

NOTE

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS MUST BE MADE
ELECTRONICALLY, PREFERABLY IN WORD.
EMAIL: thetownshipssun@gmail.com
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